Principles To Live By – October 2000


          JESUS INC.
Greetings to you in the name of Jesus! At times, we struggle in maintaining a proper balance between presenting the Word of God from the Bible vs. explaining what it means. Our position is that the Holy Spirit quickens the heart and mind of the reader to understand the Word of God. We feel that we need to trust Jesus to reveal His Word to you rather than to spend time and space to explain it to you. 

If you struggle in understanding God’s Word, relax and know that we all do. However, each of us must be diligent to search the Bible. We can ask the Holy Spirit and other believers when something needs to be explained. Believers must trust that God, through the Holy Spirit, is willing and able to reveal His Word to us. We always pray that our newsletters will convey to you what the Lord wants you to know at the time. Toward this goal, we ask that each of you pray that the Lord will reveal Himself to you before you read each newsletter.

Did you know that the followers of Jesus have had their eyes and ears opened? “But blessed are your eyes for they see, and your ears for they hear; for assuredly, I say to you that many prophets and righteous men desired to see what you see, and did not see it, and to hear what you hear, and did not hear it.”  

(Matthew 13: 16-17)

Jesus explained the Parable of the Sower.  He said, “When anyone hears the word of the kingdom, and does not understand it, then the wicked one comes and snatches away what was sown in his heart. This is he who received seed by the wayside.

But he who received the seed on stony places, this is he who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy; yet he has no root in himself, but endures only for a while. For when tribulation or persecution arises because of the word, immediately he stumbles.

Now he who received seed among the thorns is he who hears the word, and the cares of this world and the deceitfulness of riches choke the word, and he becomes unfruitful. But he who received seed on the good ground is he who hears the word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and produces: some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty.”  (Matthew 13: 19-23)

Jesus explains who rules wicked people in this world and their destiny, in the Parable of the Wheat and the Tares.  “He who sows the good seed is the Son of Man. 

The field is the world, the good seeds are the sons of the kingdom, but the tares are the sons of the wicked one. The enemy who sowed them is the devil, the harvest is the end of the age, and the reapers are the angels.

Therefore as the tares are gathered and burned in the fire, so it will be at the end of this age. The Son of Man will send out His angels, and they will gather out of His kingdom all things that offend, and those who practice lawlessness, and will cast them into the furnace of fire. There will be wailing and gnashing of teeth.

Then the righteous will shine forth as the sun in the kingdom of their Father. He who has ears to hear, let him hear!  (Matthew 13: ...37-43)

Unbelief greatly hinders God’s work through His people.  “And He did not do many mighty works there because of their unbelief.”  (Matthew 13: 58)

“Then the disciples came to Jesus privately and said, “Why could we not cast  him out?” So Jesus said to them, “Because of your unbelief; for assuredly, I say to you, if you have faith as a mustard seed, you will say to this mountain, ‘Move from here to there,’ and it will move, and nothing will be impossible for you. However, this kind does not go out except by prayer and fasting.” (Matthew 17: 19-21)

Jesus said: “Assuredly, I say to you, if you have faith and do not doubt, you will not only do what was done to the fig tree, but also if you say to this mountain, ‘Be removed and be cast into the sea,’ it will be done. “And all things, whatever you ask in prayer, believing, you will receive.” (Matthew 21: ...21-22)

How to keep yourself from being defiled. Jesus said. “Hear and understand: Not what goes into your mouth defiles a man; but what comes out of the mouth, this defiles a man.”  (Matthew 15: ...10-11)

“Do you not yet understand that whatever enters the mouth goes into the stomach and is eliminated? But those things which proceed out of the mouth come from the heart, and they defile a man. For out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornication's, thefts, false witness, blasphemies. These are the things which defile a man, but to eat with unwashed hands does not defile a man.” (Matthew 15: 17-20)

Today, people continue to look for a sign from heaven, but Jesus says to look to the sign of the prophet Jonah which points to the death and resurrection of Jesus. He said: “When it is evening you say, ‘It will be fair weather, for the sky is red’; and in the morning, ‘It will be foul weather today, for the sky is red and threatening.’ Hypocrites! You know how to discern the face of the sky, but you cannot discern the signs of the times. A wicked and adulterous generation seeks after a sign, and no sign shall be given to it except the sign of the prophet Jonah.”  (Matthew 16: ...2-4..)

Sometimes our thoughts and motives are either selfish or inspired by our enemy.  After Jesus told His disciples that He was going to suffer, die and be raised again, the apostle Peter took Jesus aside and rebuked Him by saying: “Far be it from You, Lord: this shall not happen to You!” But Jesus turned and said to Peter, “Get behind Me, Satan! You are an offense to Me, for you are not mindful of the things of God, but the things of men.”  (Matthew 16: ...22-23)

How does one know what the Kingdom of God is, or where it is located? “for the kingdom of God is not food or drink, but righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit.” “For indeed, the Kingdom of God is within you.” (Romans 14: 17 and Luke 17:...21) 

How can one enter into the Kingdom of God? Jesus said: “Assuredly, I say to you, unless you are converted and become as little children, you will by no means enter the kingdom of heaven. Therefore whoever humbles himself as this little child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. And whoever receives one little child like this in My name receives Me.”  (Matthew 18: ...3-5)

Just how important is an unbeliever to God? Jesus said: “For the Son of Man has come to save that which was lost. What do you think? If a man has a hundred sheep, and one of them goes astray, does he not leave the ninety-nine and go to the mountains to seek the one that is straying? And if he should find it, assuredly, I say to you, he rejoices more over that sheep than over the ninety-nine that did not go astray. Even so it is not the will of the Father who is in heaven, that one of these little ones should perish.”  (Matt 18: 11-14)

How does God want His people to treat each other in disputes? “Moreover if your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault between you and him alone. If he hears you, you have gained your brother. But if he will not hear you, take with you one or two more, that ‘by the mouth of two or three witnesses every word may be established.’ And if he refuses to hear them, tell it to the church. But if he refuses even to hear the church, let him be to you like a heathen and a tax collector.” (Matthew 18: 15-17) Note: this means a sinning brother was to be shunned by fellow believers.

What is the bare minimum inheritance that all followers have in Jesus? Jesus said: “And everyone who has left homes or brothers or sisters or father or mother or wife or children or lands, for My name’s sake, shall receive a hundredfold and inherit everlasting life. But many who are first will be last, and the last first.” (Matthew 19: 29-30)

Don’t resent how the Lord blesses others! God’s ways are not our ways. Sometimes it looks like God shows favoritism. How do you think most people would react to their boss if they found out he was paying a fellow worker who put in just one hour, the same amount that they were getting for working the whole day? Outrageous discrimination? Well, Jesus gave the example of the workers in the vineyard who were treated the same way. Jesus said: “Friend, I am doing you no wrong. Did you not agree with me for a denarius? Take what is yours and go your way. I wish to give to this last man the same as to you. Is it not lawful for me to do what I wish with my own things? Or is your eye evil because I am good? So the last will be first, and the first last. For many are called, but few chosen.”  (Matthew  20: ...13-16)

How should we use authority? Jesus said: “You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and those who are great exercise authority over them. Yet it shall not be so among you; but whoever desires to become great among you, let him be your servant. And whoever desires to be first among you, let him be your slave—just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many.” (Matthew 20: ...25-28)

Beware of unforgiveness, the penalty if great! Unforgiveness will be harshly judged in God’s Kingdom. Jesus gave an example of the servant whose master forgave the huge debt of ten thousand talents owed by the servant. Later, this same servant had a fellow servant put into jail until he could repay a much smaller debt of a hundred denarii, owed to him. When the first servant’s master found out how unjustly his servant had treated the one with the smaller debt, he was angry, and delivered him to the torturers until he should pay all that was due to him. Jesus said: “So My heavenly Father also will do to you if each of you, from his heart, does not forgive his brother his trespasses.” (Matthew 18:35)

A lesson in obedience! Jesus said: “But what do you think? A man had two sons, and he came to the first and said, ‘Son, go, work today in my vineyard.’ “He answered and said, ‘I will not,’ but afterward he regretted it and went. “Then he came to the second and said likewise. And he answered and said, ‘I go, sir,’ but he did not go. “Which of the two did the will of his father?”  (Matthew 21: 28-31…)

Don’t take the Kingdom of God lightly. In the parable of the wedding feast where the king’s invited guests made light of his request to attend the wedding, there is a warning for us. First, the king’s original guests were not counted worthy and were replaced by people who likely were strangers and outcasts. Second, even these guests were expected to come prepared for the wedding. One guest did not. He was bound and cast out. Once again, Jesus said: “For many are called, but few are chosen.” (Matthew 22: 14)

As we eagerly wait for the return of Jesus, its important for us to be about His business. “Who then is a faithful and wise servant, who his master made ruler over his household, to give them food in due season? Blessed is that servant whom his master, when he comes, will find so doing. Assuredly, I say to you that he will make him ruler over all his goods.” (Matthew 24: 45-47)

Are you using all the talents given to you by God? “In the Parable of the Talents, one of the three servants was given one talent which he immediately hid in the ground until his master came back home. Upon hearing what the servant had done with his money, the master ordered : “Therefore take the talent from him, and give it to him who has ten talents. For everyone who has, more will be given, and he will have abundance; but for him who does not have, even what he has will be taken away. And cast the unprofitable servant into the outer darkness. There will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” (Matthew 25: 28-30)

Do you remember the criteria that Jesus will use to determine who will inherit the everlasting kingdom? Jesus told those separated to His right hand: “Come, you blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world: ‘for I was hungry and you gave Me food; I was thirsty and you gave Me drink; I was a stranger and you took Me in; I was naked and you clothed Me; I was sick and you visited Me; I was in prison and you came to Me.’ Assuredly, I say to you, inasmuch as you did it to one of the least of these My brethren, you did it to Me.” (Matthew 25:...34-36 & ...40)

Take Care and God Bless!  And Pray!

Stan & Sandy Wieber
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